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Ed is blessed with a dry 
wit and a green thumb.  
His tomato crop is the red-
dest and the juiciest in 
town, bar none. Whether 
he is gardening or volun-
teering Ed puts all of his 
energy into his job. Keep 
up the good work! 

Ask Neighborhood Board 
member Ed Chaney a di-
rect question and you can 
be assured he will give 
you an honest answer.  
The only time there is an 
exception to the rule is 
when he’s kidding. When 
asked about his hobbies, 
he proudly exclaimed 
“hunting, fishing and chas-
ing women. With a twin-
kle in his eye and a laugh 
he said “now that last one 
could get me in trouble.”   
His sense of humor is a 
delight and very conta-
gious.�
�
Born in Arkansas, Ed has 

made Springfield his 
hometown since 1954.  
During his working years, 
he was employed as a 
meat cutter in various mar-
kets.  Since his retirement 
he has found volunteer 
work to be most fulfilling.  
Ed didn’ t hesitate for a 
moment when he was 
asked to serve a term on 
the Board of Directors. 
Not only is he a board 
member, he is also coordi-
nator of Washburne North 
which he organized about 
ten years ago. He can be 
seen working all 
Neighborhood Watch 
events.�
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Springfield has lost some 
of it’s sparkle since friend 
and Board Member Ray 
Cavaganero moved to a 
cozy apartment in Eugene.  
It certainly was not by 
choice, but it was time to 
leave house, yard and all of 
the work that went along 
with it.�
  
Ray was voted volunteer of 
the year through Neighbor-

hood Watch in 2004.  It 
is a title  that Ray richly 
deserves.  He served on 
the Board of Directors in 
the office of Secretary for 
several years. At any 
Watch event, you could 
find him expending his 
energy in all the neces-
sary tasks.  Above all, he 
could always be counted 
on to be there.�
  

Eugene has gained a 
real gentleman vol-
unteer and Spring-
field is a lot poorer 
for it!�
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Springfield is a great com-
munity to live, work and 
play as a product of the 
quality of citizens such as 
you and I am very proud to 
be a part of that commu-
nity.  The effectiveness of 
your police department is 
directly related to the qual-
ity of citizens within the 
community and their will-
ingness to get involved.  
Last month, a citizen chose 
to become involved and 
provided critical information 
to police that resulted in 
your officers locating the 
suspect within 11 minutes 
from the time of the rob-
bery.  The house was sur-
rounded and the suspect 
came out after about an 
hour of negotiations.  This 
is but one of the many ex-
amples of citizen involve-
ment that enables your 
police to be more efficient.  
As recent as yesterday 
(03/15/05), citizens as-
sisted your police in appre-
hending two individuals 
who attempted to flee po-
lice in a stolen Corvette.  
After abandoning the car, 
they fled on foot and hid in 
a house.  Neighbors pro-
vided critical information on 
the suspects’ location and 
they were both taken into 
custody.  These are but 
two examples of how our 
citizens support and assist 

your police department in 
providing efficient services.  
You all have my sincere 
gratitude because it is each 
of you that make our work 
rewarding.  
 
Neighborhood Watch is 
another example where 
individual citizens come 
together to help each other 
to make their neighbor-
hoods safer and more en-
joyable.   
 
Many exciting things are 
transpiring in Springfield.  
The former Sony building 
was  acquired by Peace 
Health and is occupied by 
Oregon Medical Laborato-
ries; Royal Caribbean 
Cruise Lines is beginning 
construction in the Gate-
way area; Broadbase Re-
gional Sports Center is 
open near 32nd & Main 
Streets and was this week 
the site of the opening 
ceremonies for Oregon 
Special Olympics;  Best 
Buy opened it’s store this 
week in the Gateway area 
(former site of the Double 
Tree motel);  Jasper Natron 
extension appears to be 
proceeding;  Glenwood is 
at the edge of develop-
ment; and City of Spring-
field building permits are at 
all time highs.   
 
I do want to take this op-
portunity to remind us all 
that property crimes con-
tinue to be the driving force 
in Springfield’s crime rate.  
We need to be conscien-
tious in locking our cars 
and homes when not at-
tended.  Drug abuse is of 
course, a significant factor 
in property crimes.  You 
may have read or heard of 
policy changes in the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office that 
relate to prosecution or 
lack of prosecution for cer-
tain crimes, including drug 
offenses.  I want to assure 

you that your police depart-
ment will continue to arrest 
offenders of all crimes.  
The Springfield Municipal 
Court has jurisdiction of all 
misdemeanor crimes 
(either Municipal or State) 
and will continue to aggres-
sively prosecute offenders. 
 
Having said this, I must be 
candid in relating that all of 
the criminal justice system, 
police, courts, and prose-
cutors, are extremely de-
pendent on the Lane 
County Jail for holding of-
fenders accountable.  Be-
cause of the incapacity to 
hold inmates, the other 
system components are 
negatively compromised.  
We have all heard the hor-
ror stories of individuals 
released from the jail who 
are violent offenders.  Re-
leases are an everyday 
occurrence and only the 
very high profile offenders 
generate media attention. 
This inability translates into 
unnecessary costs to law 
enforcement, the prosecu-
tors and the courts.   
 
The City has initiated the 
planning for the construc-
tion of a new Justice Cen-
ter as a product of voter 
approval of a construction 
Bond in November, 2004.  
As I have advised in previ-
ous presentations, there is 
a funding gap in jail opera-
tions and the Council has 
committed to not construct 
a jail until operational costs 
are addressed.  In Decem-
ber, 2004, the City Council 
passed a utility tax that 
would generate an esti-
mated $750,000.  This is 
approximately the shortfall 
needed to operate the mu-
nicipal jail.  Since that time 
a referendum has been 
made and the Council 
voted on 3/14/05 to refer 
the matter to the voters.  
The Council also passed a  
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motion that the funds gen-
erated from the utility tax 
would be used for Public 
Safety and it is the intent to 
use these funds for jail op-
erations.  Voters will have 
the opportunity to vote on a 
referendum of a utility tax 
passed by the City Council 
in December.  This is an 
important issue and I en-
courage all of us to edu-
cate ourselves on the is-
sue.  Please feel free to 
call me or the City Man-
ager’s Office for more de-
tailed information about the 
utility tax. 
 
I would welcome the oppor-
tunity to address your con-
cerns, questions or issues 
at any of your meetings.  
Please feel free to give me 
a call and I will make my-
self available. 
 
There are a number of ex-
citing things occurring in 
the police department that 
we will discuss in upcoming 
issues.  I would like to rec-
ommend the department’s 
web site to view for infor-
mation about your police 
department and the spe-
cialized units as well as the 
latest annual report 
(www.ci.springfield.or.us/
police/home.html).   
 
Thank you for the work you 
all do in making our com-
munity a better place to live 
and raise families.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact 
me (726-3729) or the Com-
munity Services Unit 
should you have any ques-
tions, suggestions or is-
sues. 
 
Jerry D. Smith 
Chief of Police 
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We are looking for recipes and stories from past decades 
that would be fitting for an historic cookbook.  If you 
have a contribution, please send it to Faye Brabham at 
keithbrab@aol.com or call 746-8760.�

The Histor ic Washburne Neighborhood is in the process of putting 
together a cookbook  called, “ Cookin’ Good In Our Neighborhood.” �
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Scammers often will offer you 
something appealing to get you to 
visit their website.  

Right now, the most popular offers 
are for a free travel vacation. 

Since many people want to get 
away for the holidays, these 
scams unfortunately often do suc-
ceed. 

Here©s how it works: 

You receive an email with an ap-
pealing headline.   

If you click on the link in the email, 
you will be asked to enter your 
name and email address. 

(and sometimes home address) 
for verification purposes. 

If you do this, you will find that you 
have to complete some outra-
geous task in order to get the free 
holiday vacation. 

After reading the fine print, you 
might discover that it is not possi-
ble to get the vacation! 

The goal of this scam is to secure 
your personal information which 
the company sending the email 
can then sell to other companies 
wishing to send you spaham 
(misspelled intentionally). 

 

 

Action:  
Never respond to bulk 

email solicitations 

      Current Scams 
“ Free”  Island Getaway Vacation 

�

E-Mail 
Opt out of national e-mail lists   
www.mps.org 
 
Telephone Solicitations 
DMA Telephone Preference 
PO Box 9014, Farmingdale, 
NY  11735-9014 
 
Experian Marketing Lists 
1-800-407-1088 

Credit Cards 
Opt out of pre-approved  
offers 
1-888-5OPTOUT 
 
Mail 
Opt out of mailing offers: 
DMA Mail Preference Service 
PO Box 9008, Farmingdale, NY  
11735 
 
 

The caller is usually a woman, 
who sounds as if she is trying to 
call a friend to leave the ‘insider 
info’, but misdialed. 

 

The scammer makes money 
when the people she left the 
messages for buy, driving the 
price up.  The scammer then, of 
course, sells their shares, leav-
ing the victims with losses. 

 

ACTION: 

Never buy stock 
based on        

anonymous tips on 
your answering 

machine 

This is a new ‘pump and dump’ 
telephone scam.  

 

Here’s how it works: 

The caller leaves a message on 
your home answering machine 
saying that the price of a small, 
very thinly traded stock is going 
to go through the roof very soon. 

 

“ Wrong Number”  Telephone Scam 

Use the OPT OUT  
programs 

�
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DONKEY BASKETBALL GAME 
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Vs. 
SPRINGFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
Saturday, April 9th, 2005 at 2-4 PM 

 
Springfield High School Gym 

 
Bingo and Raffles at Half-time 

Concession Stand Open 
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