
City of Springfield
Work Session Meeting

MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION MEETING OF

THE SPRINGFIELD CITYCOUNCIL HELD

MONDAY JUNE 8 2009

The City ofSpringfield Council met in awork session in the Library Meeting Room 225 Fifth

Street Springfield Oregon on Monday June 8 2009 at 6 36 p m with Mayor Leiken presiding

ATTENDANCE

Present were Mayor Leiken and Councilors Lundberg Wylie Ralston and Pishioneri Also

present were City Manager Gino Grimaldi Assistant City Manager Jeff Towery City Attorney
Joe Leahy Clerk III Trudy Borrevik and members ofthe staff

Council Leezer was absent excused

1 Springfield Municipal Court Programs Discussion

Finance Director Bob Duey presented the staff report on this item The City Council and

Presiding Judge Jim Strickland have both requested that following the annual Judge s review

process additional time be set for a non executive work session to allow a discussion of emerging
topics for the City s judicial process The three topics preliminarily identified are l Council s

acceptance ofprocess for the Council to contract for additional Judge Pro Tern hours 2 the

emergence ofcommunity issues from the Council to the Court as the municipal jail nears

completion and 3 the potential for a program beginning this summer that would work with

delinquent accounts holders to become payment active by offering incentives such as lifting
driver s license suspensions or monetary incentives

Mr Duey introduced Judge Strickland and Kathy Cunningham Court Supervisor and turned the

meeting overto them

Judge Strickland statedthere was a need for the hiring oftwo judges for Municipal Court He

stated he had worked out what he thought the qualifications for ajudge should be however it
could be fine tuned

Judge Strickland said the judge should be a citizen ofthe United States and should be a member

ofthe Oregon State Bar Although a Municipal Court Judge did not have to be a member ofthe
bar the Court was getting in an area that was complicated enough day in and day out and the days
ofthe lay judges were rapidly coming to an end Discussions had been held at the traffic
conference and the fall conference as to whether or not Springfield courts should be courts of
record

Judge Strickland stated he also thought ajudge shouldhave no complaints filed against him for
violation ofrules ofprofessional conduct According to the State Bar Association a lawyer got a

complaint filed against him about every 5 years Complaints would be filed but he had a problem
if somewhat had actually violated some rules ofprofessional conduct He said he waskind ofold
fashioned and believed that cops preachers and judges should have to march to a higher drum
than anyone else




