City of Springfield
Work Session Meeting

MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION MEETING OF
THE SPRINGFIELD CITY COUNCIL HELD
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008

The City of Springfield Council met in a work session in the Jesse Maine Meeting Room, 225
Fifth Street, Springfield, Oregon, on Monday, October 20, 2008 at 6:00 p.m., with Mayor Leiken
presiding.

ATTENDANCE

Present were Mayor Leiken and Councilors Lundberg, Wylie, Ballew, Ralston, Woodrow and
Pishioneri. Also present were City Manager Gino Grimaldi, Assistant City Manager Jeff
Towery, City Attorney Matt Cox, City Recorder Amy Sowa and members of the staff.

1. Gateway/Beltline Project Proposal.

Transportation Manager Tom Boyatt presented the staff report on this item. Staff has developed
a Unit 1 Gateway/Beltline Project based on Council direction in October 2007. This project adds
additional turn lanes and through lanes to three of the four intersecting streets and makes the
associated signal modifications and access improvements. A future Unit 2 Gateway/ Beltline
project would complete the Gateway/Beltline Intersection Couplet alternative identified in the
2003 Environmental Assessment at a future time when traffic congestion adversely impacts the
I-5 northbound ramps and safe freeway operations.

The City has been involved in assessing improvements at the I-5/Beltline interchange for 10
years. Part of that assessment has been how to make improvements to the Gateway/Beltline
intersection that work with and support interchange improvement investments. In 2003 the City
signed on to the I-5 Beltline Environmental Assessment preferred alternative, which set out a
series of interchange improvements and established the Couplet improvement for
Gateway/Beltline (see Attachment 2 in the agenda packet). In early 2007, staff began
investigating implementation of the Gateway/Beltline Couplet project through a combination of
technical analysis and stakeholder involvement. In October 2007, Council provided staff
direction to pursue a first phase of the Couplet project that added needed capacity, but did not
complete the Couplet conversion of Gateway (Kruse to Beltline) to one-way southbound, and
Kruse/Hutton to one-way northbound. '

Staff believes that substantive issues have been worked out with the Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT) in order to move ahead with construction of a first phase (Unit 1) of the
Gateway/Beltline project. The final piece that is currently in process is the ODOT and Federal
Highways review of City’s Memo comparing environmental impacts of the Unit 1, Add Lanes
Project to the Environmental Assessment of the full build out of the Couplet Project. That
review is not anticipated to generate significant project issues.

The attached Council Briefing Memo (Attachment 1 in the agenda packet) provides a description
of the Unit 1, Add Lanes Project, including estimated cost and funding for the project, traffic
design life, anticipated right of way impacts, access and circulation for area businesses, and a
description of next steps in the design and project delivery process.






