
City ofSpringfield
Work Session Meeting

MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION MEETING OF

THE SPRINGFIELD CITY COUNCIL HELD

MONDAY MARCH 17 2008

The City ofSpringfield Council met in a work session in the Jesse Maine Room 225 Fifth
Street Springfield Oregon on Monday March 17 2008 at 6 00 p m with Mayor Leiken

presiding

ATTENDANCE

Present wereMayor Leiken and Councilors Lundberg Wylie via conference phone at 6 24pm
Ballew Ralston and Woodrow Also present were City Manager Gino Grimaldi Assistant City
Manager Jeff Towery City Attorney Joe Leahy City Recorder Amy Sowa and members of the

staff

Councilor Pishioneri was absent excused

1 Unimproved Street Conditions Report

Public Works Director Dan Brown gave a briefhistory ofthe City s policy on maintaining and

upgrading streets throughout the City Funding for streets had always been scarce therefore
Council had made it a priority to maintain streets that had been constructed to City standards
Council policies in Springfield had historically prevented staff from constructing asphalt mats

overlaying or doing other preservation activities on the asphalt mats except under rare

circumstances The Springfield City Council had consistently made it a goal to promote
improvement of the remaining 30 miles ofunimproved streets Public Works had seen very few

street improvement petitions come forward over the last 15 years Many property owners resisted
being assessed for street improvements yet expected their street to bepreserved Council s

official policy had been to direct preservation resources to maintain the improved street system
whereby owners had paid for the improvement to urban standards and the City committed to

perpetually maintaining them

Mr Brown said most ofthe City s unimproved asphalt mat streets were 40 to 50 years old and in

rough condition Maintenance work performed on these streets was done to address immediate

road hazards and was much less extensive than activities invested to maintain improved streets

Mr Brown noted that often the amount spent on the maintenance ofthe unimproved and gravel
streets was the same as what was spent on the improved streets More was needed however if the
City was to keep these streets from completely disintegrating We more frequently received

feedback from residents living on unimproved streets that believed the City should provide more

maintenance on their street because they pay the same at the pump as anyone else

Mr Brown said staff was here to ask Council if they would like to consider changing the long
standing prohibition against doing overlays on asphalt mat streets IfCouncil were to change the
policy it would do nothing to hurry people along to submit petitions to improve their streets An

advantage ofdoing the overlay was that it could make the money and time spent on those roads
more effective and more appreciated He referred to the three options staff outlined for Council




