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Work Session Meeting

MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION MEETING OF

THE SPRINGFIELD CITY COUNCIL HELD

MONDAY FEBRUARY 4 2008

The City ofSpringfield Council met in a work session in the Library Meeting Room 225 Fifth
Street Springfield Oregon on Monday February 4 2008 at 5 37 p m with Mayor Leiken

presiding

AITENDANCE

Present wereMayor Leiken and Councilors Lundberg Wylie Ballew and Pishioneri Also

present were Assistant City Manager JeffTowery City Attorney Joe Leahy City Attorney Matt
Cox City Recorder Amy Sowa and members ofthe staff

Councilors Ralston and Woodrow wereabsent excused

1 Pioneer Parkway EmX 30 Design Corridor Review

Transportation Manager Tom Boyatt presented the staff report on this item He introduced the
following people Stefano Viggiano Assistant General Manager from Lane Transit District
LTD Lisa VanWinkle Assistant to the Project and Public Outreach LTD Charlie Simmons

Project Manager LTD Jeff Lange Project Leader from the Oregon Department of
Transportation ODOT and Ramona Cline Assistant District Manager ODOT He also
acknowledged the following people who were in the audience Jack Gonsalves from Parsons
BrinckerhoffUSA and Brian McCarthy landscape architect Mr Boyatt said that LTD had
submitted thirty percent plans for the Parkway EmX project City and ODOT staff had reviewed
the submittal and identified key issues that were further explained in Attachment A Council
Briefing Memo in the agenda packet LTD and City staff would present project design discuss
key issues and answer questions about the project This review was anticipated to be the final
Council review prior to completing design and constructing the project

On November 6 2006 Council again endorsed the Pioneer Parkway EmX Environmental
Assessment Locally Preferred Alternative for design and ultimately for construction This
corridor is the second phase ofbus rapid transit implementation in the metro area and will
connect downtown to Gateway including RiverBend Medical Center Gateway Mall and the

growing employment center on International Way

Council directed that the design and construction ofthe new EmX facility be reviewed and

approved using the City s Public Improvement Project PIP process Council further directed
staff from both jurisdictions to pay close attention to the impacts ofthe new EmX facility on the

existing built environment particularly any impacts to private properties loss ofon street

parking and changes to the Pioneer Parkway median and median landscaping The purpose of
Council s 30 Plans corridor review is to highlight the proposed treatment ofthese and other
issues along the corridor Next steps will be for LID to submit 70 Plans to staff iron out any
final details and then prepare a 100 Plan Set for City PIP approval Following PIP approval
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by the City Engineer the project would begin construction Construction is anticipated to occur

in 2009 and 2010

Mr Boyatt saidthat phase Iofthe EmX project went into service January 2007 Phase IIwould
be a continuation ofthe route from the Springfield Station north over to Eugene and back to

Springfield He discussed the funding sources for this project The EmX team began the design
and review process about a year ago The City had representatives to address Springfield issues

and they also made sure the Oregon Department ofTransportation ODOT was part ofthe

review process He thanked Civil Engineer Kristi Krueger for leading that project He noted that

the process was similar to the project improvement plan PIP process He referred to the council

briefing memorandum in the agenda packet and the issues that were outlined in that memo

Mr Viggiano said they would work through this quickly enough to allow Council time to ask

questions He said Lisa VanWinkle would discuss the property contacts Brian McCarthy would
discuss the median treatments and Charlie Simmons Project Manager would discuss design
engineering and Oregon Department ofTransportation ODOT issues Mr Viggiano gave a

briefhistory of the EmX project and the choice for this corridor They had held open houses sent

out mailings had environmental screenings and had contacted property owners The main issues

remaining were around Gateway and Harlow Roads The design shown tonight was consistent
with the locally preferred alternative LPA He thanked City staff for working through those

issues He discussed the funding for this project

Mr Viggiano presented a power point presentation on this phase ofthe EmX project It showed
the direct connection to Gateway from the existing route Phase 2 would include fourteen new

stations some through mixed traffic and some in exclusive lanes He discussed the frequency of

the buses and said it would likely be set at a fifteen minute frequency He referred to the Franklin
Corridor and the success with the first phase The power point showed the route on a large map
He discussed future legs ofthis route into Eugene and over to Coburg Road He referred to the
schedule starting December 2006 through the Fall of2010 when the system would be

operational Businesses in this area were anxious to get this system completed LTD would be

using a project manager to get it built

Councilor Wylie asked about the public art selection and noted that the Arts Commission had
some sculptures that had been donated to them She asked ifanyone from this project had

contacted the Arts Commission about those sculptures

Mr Viggiano said he believed they had been contacted An art committee would be formed to

determine what art would be included in this phase ofthe EmX

Councilor Ballew asked about eastern routes

Mr Viggiano said that would be discussed during the Joint LTD BoardCity Council meeting
scheduled for February 25

Councilor Lundberg confirmed that tonight would be Council s opportunity to provide input and
make decisions about the design to this point Once they got past thirty percent things were

more set




