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The lost arch. The Springfield welcome 
arch, remembered in photos taken during 
massive flooding in 1927, was located 
in Glenwood, then also called West 
Springfield, on Franklin Boulevard at 
19th Avenue where the railroad overpass 
is today. That site may not seem like a 
grand entrance to Springfield, but it was 
on the old stage road. Funding from the 
Ladies Civic Club paid for the elegant 
brick arch.

Controversial statues. Most 
people call it the Indian statue. It’s 
really a pioneer with a flag, welcoming 
you to the western entrance of the city. 
The Springfield Jaycees hired Charles 
Forrester, who received a master’s degree 
in art from the University of Oregon, to 
create his Pioneer Spirit statue for the 
state’s centennial. They dedicated the 
work on Jan. 23, 1960. 

Springfield’s oldest landmarks. 
The enterprising Elias Briggs and his father 
Isaac built the millrace, a sawmill and a 
flour mill in 1852-54. More mills followed, 
but only the millrace remains today, a 
reminder that Springfield was sometimes 
called Miller City.

Researchers at the Dorris Ranch recently 
excavated a kiln from the 1850s. William 
and Eliza Masterson originally claimed the 
land in 1851, and volunteers constructed a 
replica of their tiny log home in 2008. 

The Pioneer Cemetery at South 4th and 
C streets, now called Cemetery Park, was 
first used in the 1850s. 

What may be Springfield’s oldest remaining 
building wasn’t even in Springfield when it 
was constructed in 1864. The Gray House, 
built by Frederick L. Gray, is in the Thurston 
area on the former stage road to Walterville. 

The Robert E. Campbell house on 
Aspen Street, an attractive gothic-style 
farmhouse, dates from 1873 on Campbell’s 
1851 Donation Land Claim.

Best views in Springfield. We live 
surrounded by natural beauty, but 
Willamette Heights Park features an 
especially pleasing vista of the Willamette 
River to the south. In the park is a large 
white obelisk with a blue S painted on 
each side.

Kelly Butte Park affords panoramic views 
of the Cascades to the east and the Coast 
Range to the west. A few steps west of 
tiny Millrace Park is a picture-perfect view 
of the millrace as it enters the Willamette 
River. With luck, you can watch a heron 
catching dinner.

Happy 125th Springfield! Our city is all 
about family and community. I grew up 
in Springfield and have raised my family 
here. The city has grown and changed 
over the years, but its down-to-earth 
people and friendly neighborhoods 

remain the same. That’s why  
I love this town!

State Representative,  
Terry Beyer

City of Springfield 2010

For more information about 125th anniversary events, check us out online at www.ci.springfield.or.us
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