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	Text14: Project Description:

Hamlin Middle School includes two baseball fields. Schools throughout the district, as well as other community organizations, use this facility. Springfield High School is an urban campus and does not have the space necessary for a baseball field. Both the junior varsity and varsity teams from SHS practice and play on the Hamlin field. 

When not in use by District teams, both fields are often used by community organizations, including Babe Ruth, Little League, Juniors Teams (middle-school-and-young-high-school aged youth), American Legion and KidSports. 

The current lighting at the fields was installed in the early 1980s courtesy of local Rotary Clubs. In addition to being outdated and inefficient in energy consumption, the lights are fast becoming a safety hazard: The lights and poles they are mounted on move and sway in the wind, causing the need for frequent adjustments. The current lighting also fails to accommodate neighboring residences and a significant amount of off-site light spillage occurs – inconveniencing community members and wasting the energy it takes to light adjacent properties.

Our proposed project would update and replace the lighting at one of the fields. The new fixtures proposed would reduce one field's current 46 fixtures to 28 fixtures and essentially eliminate light spillage while operating more efficiently and significantly reducing the amount of kilowatts used.

Economic and Environmental Impact: 

The District will save an average of $737 annually on energy costs and the low maintenance lighting will save an average of $1,097 annually on the costs of re-lamping, maintenance, and energy controls.

The 25-year savings on energy costs amounts to $18,437 and the 25-year savings on re-lamping, maintenance and energy controls amounts to $27,428 for a total 25-year savings of $45,865.

The equipment and installation services would be purchased from regional vendors – supporting Oregon’s local economy. Much of the installation will be contracted out to local businesses and provide an influx of income to our community. 

In addition, the district is facing its worst financial crisis in history: a nearly 17 percent ($15.5 million) budget reduction for the 2009-2010 school year. Without outside funding, energy conservation improvements will not be possible for the next year and, most likely, several years to come. 

The fields operate for an average of 300 hours per year, assuming $0.08 energy cost per kWh the energy savings would be nearly 25 percent. The new fixtures will use 30.7 kW less than the current fixtures, meaning an annual savings of 9,210 kWh. 
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